
Editor’s note: The following is the first in 
a series highlighting those in the nursing 
profession.

BY NICOLE BRADFORD
nbradford@dailysentinel.com

A
ccented with flowers and 
tealights, two chicken fried steak 
dinners arrived on the second 

floor of  Nacogdoches Medical Center, 
where a group of  nurses had arranged an 
impromptu party.

An elderly patient had been feeling 
down, and her husband — who rarely left 
her side — had revealed to the nursing 
staff  that it was their 61st wedding anni-
versary.

The nurses sprang into action, arrang-
ing a small celebration complete with the 
couple’s favorite meal and sparkling cider.

It’s the little things, Medical Center RN 
Ashley Moore says, that make an other-
wise stressful job worthwhile. She’d been 
among the group of  nurses organizing the 
anniversary, one of  a long list of  career 
highlights thus far.

“You don’t always see people at their 
best,” said Moore, who graduated from 
SFA’s nursing program in 2009. “That one 
little thing you do for a person, you may 
do for 100 other people, but it can change 
their life and they will forever remember 
you.”

A resident of  Henderson, Moore com-
pleted her nursing clinicals at Medical 
Center and now works in the surgical 
department. While much of  the job is 
technical, it is also personal, catering to 
different personalities and problems, said 
Moore, who waited tables from age 15 
through college.

“You can have a four-year-old in one 
room and a 104-year-old in the next, and 
you have to be able to walk in one room 
and change gears in a matter of  seconds.”

Ashley Moore
Nacogdoches Medical Center
Alma mater: SFA
Hometown: Ferris, Texas
What most people don’t know 
about nursing: There are bad days 
that you have that 45-minute drive 
home, and you just cry. And you 
keep thinking, “Did I do everything 
possible?”
Advice for nursing students: You 
can’t become hardened. There may 
be five people who come in that 
all they want is pain medicine, but 
there’s that sixth one who comes in 
who may be really hurting that really 
needs it. We have to take everything 
the patient tells us and treat them.
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For the first time in months, Nacogdo-
ches Memorial Hospital’s patient volumes 
grew in May, giving administrators hope 
despite a net margin loss in the hundreds of  
thousands of dollars.

For May, the hospital had a net margin 
loss of $387,000, Interim chief financial 
officer Rhonda McCabe told members of  
the hospital board on Tuesday. The loss — 
while more significant than that posted in 

the previous month — came during a time 
when Memorial received no money through 
an intergovernmental transfer program. 
Money from such transfers typically pumps 
in $400,000 to $600,000 at a time.

“Had we received money, we would have 
a fabulous month,” McCabe said.

McCabe credited the improvement to 
lower expenses and higher patient vol-
umes. Expenses for May were $5.4 million 
with total revenue was steady at around $5 

BY TIM MONZINGO
tmonzingo@dailysentinel.com

A credit card skimmer was 
seized from a gas station Tues-
day, where it was discovered by a 
maintenance employee.

Nacogdoches Police Depart-
ment spokesman Sgt. Greg Sow-
ell said the skimmer is the third 
found in the city since Jan. 1.

The most recent skimmer was 
discovered plugged into a gas 
pump at a Valero station in the 
3000 block of Durst Street by an 
unknown person, according the 
department’s activity log. The in-
cident was reported shortly after 
noon Tuesday.

“It takes one or two minutes to 
install one of these,” Sowell said. 
“That’s why it’s difficult to catch 
them in the act.”

A method of installing the 
skimmers is to open up the pump 
and install the hardware inside, 
hiding it from sight. Sowell said 
because of this, some gas stations 
have begun placing security tape 
on the pumps to indicate that 
they’ve been opened.

Sowell said people should 
check to see if  tape is installed 
and whether it’s intact, and look 
for non-functioning key pads as 
possible indicators that a machine 
has been tampered with.

Some skimmers will use Blue-
tooth technology to transmit card 
information from the device to 
the person who installed it, and 
strange Bluetooth devices picked 
up on a smartphone or tablet may 
indicate the presence of such a de-
vice, Sowell told The Daily Senti-
nel in a previous interview.

“The best thing to do is check 
your credit card bills and bank 
statements regularly,” he said.

Tuesday’s skimmer was the 
third found this year, and no ar-
rests have been made in the cases, 
Sowell said.
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Road work and rodeo were among 
topics addressed this week as coun-
ty commissioners began workshops 
for a new budget year that begins 
this fall.

With reserve funding above tar-
get balance, county commissioners 

discussed how much road work can 
feasibly be completed for the coming 
budget year during a series of initial 
budget workshops this week.

“I don’t want to give (Road and 
Bridge) more than he can use,” 
Commissioner Elton Milstead said. 
“(Road surfacing) is a season. You do 
it while the weather’s good and you 
can. If you give him more than he 

can use, you haven’t really accom-
plished anything.”

More federal funds are expected 
this year to be paid to the Road and 
Bridge Department, County Au-
ditor Jessica Corley said, another 
FEMA reimbursement dating back 
to flooding in 2015. Commissioners 
in 2016 voted to use $600,000 from the 
county’s fund balance for road work, 

stating they would replace that fund-
ing when federal reimbursements 
arrive. County Judge Mike Perry 
during Wednesday’s workshop re-
minded the court of this agreement.

“We either put it to work, or 
we (reduce funding) on Road and 
Bridge,” Corley said regarding the 

Roads among priorities in county budget

Skimmer 
found at 
station

Patient volumes up at hospital
The Memorial Foundation 
presented a check for more 
than $22,000 in proceeds from 
the golf tournament. Pictured, 
from left, are Dr. Vijay Pokala, 
a cardiologist; Katy Crawford, 
director of the foundation; 
Lauri Omsberg, director of the 
cath lab and Gary Kendrick, 
interim CEO of the hospital.

Kim Barton/Memorial

Small gestures 
help make a 
stressful job 
worthwhile
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Ashley Moore is shown working at various stations at NMC. 
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